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came upon him squatting in the garden with a very serious
look upon his face.    She asked him what he was doing.

* I'm sitting on a goose's egg \ he replied, * to see whether
I can make it hatch out as well as the old mother goose
can!'    Another story about his early experiments is that
he gave one of his playmates a huge dose of Seidlitz powder
(a powder which, when mixed with water, produces gas),
to see whether the gas produced inside the boy would lift
him off the ground and enable him to fly!    (If you do not
know what the actual result was, you  should look up

* Seidlitz* in your Little Oxford Dictionary.)

When he was still only fourteen years of age, Edison
decided to earn his own living, and he began to sell news-
papers on one of the express trains. (American trains have
a corridor along which one can walk from one end of the
train to the other, so Edison could go from compartment
to compartment selling his newspapers.) But he was not
content to do only that. The guard of the train allowed
him to set up a tiny printing-press in the luggage-van, and
on this he printed a little news-sheet of his own, which he
sold to the passengers. And when he was not occupied
with this printing and newspaper-selling, he was busy
making experiments in telegraphy, with a home-made
apparatus which he had fixed up on the train.

It was his interest in telegraphy that got him his first
good job, when he was 20 years old. The telegraph*
machines belonging to a big company in New York sud-
denly got out of order, and luckily for Edison he happened
to be on the spot,, seeking for a post* He quickly found
out what was wrong and set the machines going again*
The company immediately employed him to look after
all their telegraph-machines. But Edison was never content
just to make money. He went on ceaselessly working at
improvements and new contrivances of all kinds, to make
telegraphy more efficient* One of these brought him Ws
first chance to set up a good laboratory of his own, A
certain invention of his was found to result in a great saving
to the company, and he was offered a large sum of moaey